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Teacher’s Notes

Knowledge/Understanding

– The student identifies the problem of domestic violence and describes it

with a high degree of accuracy, pointing out that “it tends to be kept behind

closed doors” and giving reasons why this is the case (e.g., “Most of the

time the women and children who are being abused in their homes do not

seek out help for many reasons, including no place to go and fear of being

killed by the husband.”).

– The student describes the organization being proposed to address the prob-

lem with a high degree of clarity. In addition to a succinct overview of the

organization (“RDVV [Refuge for Domestic Violence Victims] will provide a

place for women and children to escape domestic violence and stay until

they have a chance to get back on their own feet. It will also teach these

women and children that domestic violence is not acceptable . . . ”), the stu-

dent provides many specific details concerning its operations: for example,

the number of women and children accommodated, the assistance they will

receive, the length of stay, and the professional expertise available.

Thinking/Inquiry

– The student assesses the influence of the social forces involved with a high

degree of accuracy, as illustrated by the following:

a) The student successfully links the long history of women’s subordination

to men, and the power inherent in traditional male roles, with the abuse

of women in today’s society (e.g., “Men have historically dominated the

social order, as well as the family structure . . . For some men, this mas-

culine role is something they feel they still have to fulfill . . . However,

some men take this control too far . . . ”). (Anthropology)

b) The student recognizes that the different ways in which men and women

are socialized create characteristics in both men and women that con-

tribute to or help to perpetuate domestic violence. On the one hand,

“Most men who grow up to be abusers often come from abusive families,

are socialized to be aggressive and competitive, and learn that emotions

are not to be expressed by ‘real’ men”; on the other hand, “women in the

past have been raised to be passive, accepting and subservient to men,

and these characteristics are typical of women who are more likely to

enter an abusive relationship.” (Sociology)

c) The student provides a sensitive analysis of the psychological factors

involved, in particular the way in which a sense of helplessness and a

poor self-image can lead some women to feel that “they deserve the

abuse they receive . . . and that they are unable to control what happens

to them including the events that may bring on the abuse”. (Psychology)

Communication

– The student justifies the formation of a “Refuge for Domestic Violence Victims”

with a high degree of effectiveness. The proposal indicates that a good deal

of thought has been given to the needs of the women coming to the shelter,

and demonstrates an awareness that these needs will vary. Moreover, by

articulating long- and short-term goals for the proposed organization 

(e.g., initially the organization will provide a shelter for women and children

who need immediate sanctuary, but steps will also be taken to help break

the cycle of abuse), the student signals the organization’s commitment to

helping create a better society.

– The student’s use of social science terminology is very rich and highly accu-

rate (e.g., “cycle of violence”, “lower status”, “role models”, “personal

boundaries”, “societal pressures”, “self-assertion”).

Application

– The student makes highly appropriate and insightful predictions about the

impact of the organization on the community, pointing out that helping

women avoid abusive relationships will also benefit their children and that

bringing the issue into the open “will be key” to finding a long-term solution:

“Through education, we believe that we can help break the cycle of domestic

violence.”

L E V E L  4



44 The Ontar io Curr iculum – Exemplars ,  Grade 11:  Social  Sc iences  and Humanit ies

Comments

This work is representative of a solid level-4 performance. The student demon-

strates a high degree of achievement of the expectations in all categories of

knowledge and skills.

The result is an excellent and well-organized proposal.

Next Steps

In order to improve his or her performance, the student could consider includ-

ing some mention of how such an enormous undertaking could actually be

implemented.
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