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Teacher’s Notes

Knowledge/Understanding

– The student identifies the problem of substance abuse among teenagers

and describes it with a high degree of accuracy, acknowledging the power-

ful influence of peer pressure and the serious effects of drugs on

teenagers’ health.

– The student describes the proposed organization with a high degree of clar-

ity, specifying the nature of its relationship with other agencies (e.g., the

help centre will be a “gateway to larger help centers”) and detailing its

planned functions (e.g., referring teens to “effective drug and alcohol reha-

bilitation centers and also local counselling” and providing information on

the dangers of substance abuse).

Thinking/Inquiry

– Overall, the student assesses the influence of the social forces involved with

considerable accuracy, as illustrated by the following:

a) The student assesses the influence of sociological forces that have con-

tributed to the development of the problem with a high degree of accu-

racy, stating that they are “mainly related to teen pressure”. Moreover,

the student recognizes that such pressure can be applied both directly,

“by taunting them [teens] and alienating them if they refuse”, and indi-

rectly in that “If teens feel that they are different and the only way to fit in

is to do drugs, they often will”.

b) The student is less successful when discussing the social forces involved

from a psychological perspective. The student notes that “Teens who

have problems at home or at school will often look to drugs or alcohol

for a retreat.” However, he or she does not specify what these problems

are or how they are caused.

c) The student is also less successful when discussing the social forces

involved from an anthropological perspective. He or she recognizes that

drug use has “gone down generation from generation” and has become

“a common occurrence among people, more specifically, teens”. However,
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the student does not present a coherent explanation as to how this state

of affairs came about and what causes it to continue.

Communication

– The student justifies the formation of the new organization with a high degree

of effectiveness. Its purpose is clearly defined and is appropriate to the type

of organization being proposed (e.g., “Because we will be only a community

help center, we don’t propose to solve teen’s problems, but to lead them in

the right direction.”). In addition, the student forcefully uses moral argu-

ments to persuade the reader to support the proposal (e.g., “It is not right

to stand by while teens hurt their health and their future and that is why

this organization is so important to the welfare of our youth and our future

leaders.”).

– The student uses social science terminology with a high degree of accuracy

and appropriateness (e.g., “peer pressure”, “counselling”, “alienating”,

“rehabilitation”, “prescribed”, “preventable”, “therapists”).

Application

– The student makes predictions about the impact of the proposed community

help centre that are realistically modest and highly appropriate. The student

believes that “after we help a few teens, the word will get out and more

teens will come to us”, but at the same time realizes that the help centre

cannot “expect to totally eliminate teen substance abuse”.

Comments

This work is representative of a low level-4 performance. The student demon-

strates a high degree of achievement of the expectations in the Knowledge/

Understanding, Communication, and Application categories of knowledge and

skills. However, in the Thinking/Inquiry category, the student demonstrates

only a considerable degree of achievement – i.e., achievement that is more

characteristic of level 3.

The result is a very effective and realistic proposal, which is presented clearly

and thoughtfully.

Next Steps

In order to improve his or her performance the student needs to:

• review and reorganize the information provided in the anthropological 

section;

• proofread carefully to eliminate minor errors (e.g., “solve teen’s problems”).
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