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“have voices and . . . should be heard”. However, since the student does not

identify specific needs of single fathers, the justification is not fully developed.

– The student uses social science terminology with some appropriateness

and accuracy (e.g., “motivational classes”, “feeling of alienation”). However,

at times the student lapses into the use of slang (e.g., “. . . mothers have usu-

ally been the ones doing all the dirty work”).

Application
– The student makes predictions about the impact of the community organiza-

tion that are somewhat appropriate (e.g., “The single fathers in our commu-

nity would have a place to go when in need and always someone to talk to.”).

The student does not, however, consider how the organization will benefit

the children of the single fathers, making instead a sweeping statement

about its “great and positive impact on our community as a whole”.

Comments

This work is representative of a high level-2 performance. The student demon-

strates some degree of achievement of the expectations in the Knowledge/

Understanding, Communication, and Application categories of knowledge and

skills. However, in the Thinking/Inquiry category, the student demonstrates a

considerable degree of achievement – i.e., achievement that is more character-

istic of level 3.

The result is a proposal that shows evidence of research but needs more detail.

Next Steps

In order to improve his or her performance, the student needs to:

• identify and describe the specific needs of single fathers;

• describe the nature and function of the proposed organization more clearly;

• link the needs of the target group more effectively with the justification for

establishing the organization;

• maintain a formal tone throughout;

• make predictions that link the organization with the improvement of parent-

ing skills;

• proofread carefully to eliminate errors in spelling, punctuation, and grammar.

Teacher’s Notes

Knowledge/Understanding
– The student identifies and describes the need for a self-help group for sin-

gle fathers with some accuracy, stating that “Due to the rising population of

single fathers, there is a great need for an organization that will support

them throughout their hard and sometimes frustrating times”. The student

recognizes that being a single father is a difficult task, but does not identify

or address specific needs.

– The student describes the proposed organization with some clarity. For

example, the purpose of the organization is “to provide fathers with the

resources they might need throughout their parenting experience”. The stu-

dent outlines some of the functions of the proposed organization (e.g., “pro-

viding lectures”, “setting up hotlines and call in shows”), but the actual

focus of the organization’s activities is unclear, since they appear to com-

bine elements of a social support group and a parenting skills program. The

student does not say who will staff the organization.

Thinking/Inquiry
– The student assesses the influence of the social forces contributing to the

development of the problems facing single fathers with considerable accu-

racy, as illustrated by the following:

a) “. . . fathers have never really been recognized as the main caregiver for

children.” (Anthropology)

b) “The bond between a mother and her child is unique and has created a

feeling of alienation on the fathers behalf.” (Psychology)

c) “When it comes to a custody case, the judge usually rules in favour of the

mother.” (Sociology)

Communication
– The student justifies the formation of the new organization with some effec-

tiveness. The student links the role of the organization with changes taking

place in society (e.g., “Our society is now just learning to accept such a con-

cepts a single father, and Friends for Fathers wants to be part of that.”) and

tries to persuade the reader to support the proposal by referring to the

“immense need for such an organization” and the fact that single fathers
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