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Teacher’s Notes

Knowledge/Understanding

– The student demonstrates a very limited understanding of the problem or

need of a target group. Although the student identifies a problem (i.e., the

connection between cell phone use and road accidents), it is not clear

whether the statistics provided on the number of crashes each year refer

specifically to cell phone users or to distracted drivers in general. More-

over, the target group is not clearly identified (e.g., “Although we want to

reach everybody in society, it is most important that we reach teenager. . . ”),

and if indeed it is teenagers who are targeted, their particular needs are

not described or addressed.

– The student’s description of the organization is very limited. It does not clearly

describe the purpose or functions of the organization other than that it will

“inform society of the dangers of being a distracted driver” and wants “to

pass a law”. Neither of these goals relates specifically to a target group.

Thinking/Inquiry

– The student’s assessment of the social forces contributing to the problem is

limited. Although the student links the forces identified with the appropriate

discipline (e.g., the psychological “dependency on using cellular phones”),

they are not always clearly differentiated – for example, the sociological

view merely combines aspects from the other two disciplines. In addition,

the student’s observations mostly concern the effects of cell phone use

while driving and are not specifically related to how the forces identified

have contributed to the development of this problem.

Communication

– The student justifies the formation of the proposed organization with very

limited effectiveness. The student does not provide enough information to

persuade the reader that the new organization has a clear idea as to how it

would achieve its goals. The student also does not convincingly show that
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Next Steps

In order to improve his or her performance, the student needs to:

• review the task requirements in order to better understand the nature of

the task;

• clearly identify the problem or need of a target group and back it up with

evidence;

• show convincingly that the proposed organization has a clear idea of how to

address the problem or need of the target group;

• clearly identify the social forces that contribute to the specific problem or

need and connect them to the appropriate social science perspective;

• use social science terminology accurately and consistently;

• avoid the use of irrelevant information.

regulating cell phone use by drivers would reduce the number of accidents

– for example, no mention is made of the effects of such regulation in other

countries.

– The student makes limited use of social science terminology. The student

uses terms such as “norm”, “dependency”, and “psychological implications”

correctly; however, little social science terminology is incorporated into the

proposal.

Application

– The student makes predictions about the impact of the organization that are

of limited appropriateness. The student predicts that “as this organization

becomes known, there will be less injuries, deaths, and accidents due to

distracted drivers”; however, there is little in the proposal to substantiate

this claim.

Comments

This work is representative of a low level-1 performance. The student demon-

strates a limited degree of achievement of the expectations in the Thinking/

Inquiry and Application categories of knowledge and skills. The student also

demonstrates a limited degree of achievement with respect to one criterion in

the Communication category. However, in the Knowledge/Understanding cate-

gory and in the other criterion in the Communication category, the student

demonstrates only a very limited degree of achievement.

The result is a proposal that lacks a clear focus.
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