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Teacher’s Notes

Knowledge/Understanding

– The student demonstrates some clarity in defining learning strategies 

(e.g., “Well, a learning strategy is a technique that helps you improve your

learning”).

– The student demonstrates some understanding of personal management

skills, although the link between the definition of the skills and the explana-

tion of their importance is only somewhat clear (e.g., “In high school you will

have to be responsible for yourself . . . That is why personal management

skills are so important”).

Thinking/Inquiry

– The student frames the analysis of a personal barrier as a narrative and

suggests solutions with some effectiveness.

– The student shows some evidence of applying an inquiry process (e.g., iden-

tifies a personal barrier, records possible solutions, and comes to a conclu-

sion: “I have decided to take action however”).

Communication

– The student communicates information, ideas, and experiences with some

clarity (e.g., “Another important technique is called active listening . . . para-

phrasing what they are saying”).

– The student demonstrates some sense of reaching the audience by relating

personal experiences and attempts to influence the audience (e.g., “So, take

my warning and do not fall into the trap that I did”).

– The layout is somewhat effective, but visually the piece is crowded.
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Application

– The student transfers ideas and strategies to the newsletter context with

some effectiveness (e.g., gives readers a sense of sharing information on a

personal level in order to help them next year).

– The student uses technology with some appropriateness (e.g., boxes, coloured

graphics, different fonts).

Comments/Next Steps

– The student needs to blend personal knowledge and knowledge of the

course expectations to develop clarity of understanding and to explain learn-

ing strategies and personal management skills more effectively.

– The student should review the task expectations regarding a variety of forms

of writing (e.g., might consider using bullets and lists).

– The student needs to review the design of a newsletter in order to avoid

crowding all of the messages onto one page.
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Application

– The student transfers ideas and strategies to the newspaper context with

some effectiveness.

– The student’s writing includes mostly factual information and little personal

information.

– The student uses some effective writing applications (e.g., the narrative, 

the list).

Comments/Next Steps

– The student needs to review the task expectations (e.g., the expectation

about defining personal management skills).

– The student should review the inquiry process model in order to make a 

logical presentation of information about overcoming a personal barrier. 

Teacher’s Notes

Knowledge/Understanding

– The student demonstrates some understanding of learning strategies by

explaining their significance and use (e.g., by saying in the welcome mes-

sage that they will “make your years in secondary school successful!”) but

only implies a definition of learning strategies.

– The student demonstrates some understanding of personal management

skills through somewhat clear and complete responses but does not define

those skills (e.g., explains their use only in “#1 Be Prepared” and “#2 Be

Organized”).

Thinking/Inquiry

– The student identifies and analyses a personal barrier (lack of organiza-

tional skills) with some effectiveness but leaves the reader to search for the

information in the personal message.

– The student is somewhat effective in showing some application of the inquiry

process (e.g., shows a lack of clarity in writing about the attempt to over-

come the barrier).

Communication

– The student communicates information, ideas, and experiences with some

clarity but presents information as a list of things to do with no explanation

of reasoning (e.g., in the “#1 Be Present” section).

– The student demonstrates some sense of the audience in the welcome 

paragraph.

– The layout is somewhat effective (e.g., the use of boxed information, an

appropriate font size, colour graphics, underlined titles), but the information

communicated is only somewhat clear and complete (e.g., in the section 

“#1 Be Present”). 


