A School Newspaper Article
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HIGH LEVEL 1

Teacher’s Notes

Knowledge/Understanding

- The student demonstrates limited knowledge of linguistic forms in English
(e.g., uses prepositions and conjunctions incorrectly, and omits articles).

- The student uses language conventions with limited accuracy (e.g., makes

T

errors in spelling: “ambesdor”, “playe”, “intersting”).

Thinking/Inquiry
- The student includes facts from the informational text that are of limited

appropriateness. Reference is made to a few events in Gretzky’s career and

to his wife, but much of the detail in the informational text is ignored.
- The activities selected for the visitor are of limited appropriateness. They

are repetitious and reflect little creativity (e.g., in both the gym and the cafe-

teria, Gretzky, in answer to similar questions from students, delivers the
same message about how to become a hockey star).

Communication

- The student provides a somewhat credible purpose for Gretzky’s visit. He or

she states that Gretzky is there “to meet multicultural students who came

here from different countries and teach hockey to the students”, but makes

only a few references to this purpose as the article progresses.
- The student provides information about the interaction between the visitor
and the students that is somewhat interesting but lacks detail (e.g., asked

what inspired him to become a hockey player, Gretzky says, “My father liked

hockey very much and he wanted me to be a hockey star.”).

- The student provides a somewhat effective conclusion for the article. He or
she describes and quotes a student who expresses surprise and joy at hav-

e

ing met Gretzky (i.e., “I never knew that Wayne Gretzky, a Canadian hero,

would shake hand with me and would talk and teach us.’ said a student who

looked so happy.”). However, the student does not connect this conclusion
with the purpose of the visit.

Application
- The student creates a somewhat effective newspaper article. The way in

which some of the factual information is incorporated into the fictional con-
text shows some comprehension of the informational text and an aware-
ness of the task requirements. However, the facts used are sometimes
rather obvious (e.g., “he playe hockey with Edmonton Oiler for 10 years he
enjoyed it a lot.”). The student includes several direct quotations, most of
which are students’ questions and the visitor’s answers to them. However,
the responses he or she supplies for Gretzky do not answer these questions
(e.g., when a student asks about becoming a hockey star, Gretzky says,
“Don’t ever think you are not strong ...”).

Comments

This work is representative of a high level-1 performance. The student demon-
strates a limited degree of achievement of the expectations in the Knowledge/
Understanding and Thinking/Inquiry categories of knowledge and skills. How-
ever, in the Communication and Application categories, the student demonstrates
some degree of achievement - i.e., achievement that is more characteristic of
level 2.

Despite grammatical errors, the flow of ideas makes this a somewhat effective
newspaper article. Also, the student introduces some original ideas (e.g., a
multicultural connection, the inclusion of Gretzky’s wife on the tour, the notion of
a Canadian hero), although he or she does not develop these ideas sufficiently.

Next Steps
In order to improve his or her performance, the student needs to:

focus more on grammatical aspects of writing, such as the correct use of
conjunctions, prepositions, articles, and commas;

ensure that the direction the article takes remains linked to the introduction;
refer to a dictionary to correct spelling errors.



