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A Supported Opinion Essay on Conflict Level 3, Sample 1
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Teacher’s Notes

Knowledge/Understanding

– The writer unites the introduction, body, and conclusion to develop a well-

supported opinion.

– The conclusion summarizes the writer’s opinion and ties the arguments pre-

sented in the body of the essay to the opinion stated in the introduction.

Thinking/Inquiry

– Opinions are perceptive, as more than one aspect of the conflict is

addressed in support of the opinion (e.g., “when the guns are taken from the

people who register them the criminals are not affected”).

– The writer shows definite causes and consequences (e.g., “In conclusion,

gun control is ineffective because the government would be losing millions

of dollars in revenue if gun control was placed upon hunters who buy gas,

licenses, guns, ammunition, clothing, accessories . . . , and transportation.”).

Communication

– Paragraphs begin with a topic sentence (e.g., “Firstly, gun control doesn’t

work well”; “Secondly, guns have practical purposes”; “Finally, gun control is 

ineffective.”).

– Transitional sentences between paragraphs are used to clarify the course 

of the argument (e.g., “In closing, gun control doesn’t work because . . . ”).

– The single controlling idea is evident throughout (e.g., every paragraph

refers to gun control).

Application

– Language conventions are followed with considerable accuracy and effec-

tiveness (e.g., verb tenses are consistent and appropriate).

– Sources are identified with considerable accuracy (e.g., in paragraph 4, 

the direct quotation “When criminals commit crimes, we don’t plan on 

getting . . .”).

– The citations match the quotations found in the body of the essay.
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Comments/Next Steps

– The first sentence of the essay is an assumption; the writer should look for

clarification or refinement, examine the first argument, and rework it to

match the rest of the opinion (e.g., “Gun control is not the answer to our

problems with firearms. It is a solution, but not an effective one because not

everyone that bears a firearm wants to kill someone.”).

– Sentence construction and pronoun reference need improvement (e.g., in

the sentence “For instance, guns have been used as a method for solving

problems like hate, stress, and crime, which has caused them to be hated”,

the antecedents for the pronouns “which” and “them” are unclear).

– The student needs to proofread his or her work to correct errors in punctu-

ation (e.g., “In conclusion, if gun control was put into effect, it would not stop

the criminals who cause the problems; just the people who register their

guns.”) and to catch inadvertent omissions (e.g., “. . . [missing text] introduced,

the law-abiding citizens would suffer.”).
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A Supported Opinion Essay on Conflict Level 3, Sample 2
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Comments/Next Steps

– The student should proofread his or her work for spelling and homonym

errors (e.g., “To many teens . . . the affect it has on themselves and others.”).

– The student should review punctuation in order to eliminate comma misuse

and run-on sentences (e.g., “It was about a retired married couple, in which

the husband smoked”; “Don’t let yourself be part of that 98%, don’t harm

your own body . . .”).

Teacher’s Notes

Knowledge/Understanding

– The writer demonstrates considerable knowledge of essay structure.

– The issue is defined in the introductory paragraph and summarized in the

concluding paragraph.

– The body of the essay supports the opinion of the writer (e.g., “To many

teens are becoming smokers and are unaware of the affect it has on them-

selves and others.”).

Thinking/Inquiry

– The writer clearly identifies relevant facts and pertinent observations about

smokers and their effect on others.

– Evidence is specific and appropriate (e.g., “ ‘Nearly half of non smokers are

exposed to second hand smoke.’”).

Communication

– Each paragraph is developed around a single topic.

– The writer uses transitional words effectively (e.g., “In conclusion”, “conse-

quently”).

– The writer uses vocabulary that is persuasive and focused (e.g., “cigarettes

are like a ticking bomb”).

– The writer uses language that is appropriate for an adolescent audience.

Application

– The writer uses language conventions with considerable accuracy.

– The writer uses verb tenses consistently and appropriately.

– The writer identifies sources with considerable accuracy.


