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Teacher’s Notes

Knowledge/Understanding

– The student demonstrates an exceptional degree of understanding of the

facts surrounding the chosen issue. The student gives examples to illustrate

the benefits to humankind of the proper use of genetic engineering (e.g., “In

this process, Ashanti’s white blood cells were removed and normal genes

were inserted into her body”). The student also gives examples of possible

abuses (e.g., “genetic engineering can be misused to create ‘superhuman’

beings, or be used as a bio-weapon to cause destruction on this planet”).

Thinking/Inquiry

– The student supports the perspective taken using ideas that are highly rele-

vant to the purpose and audience. The student builds a compelling argument

for supporting genetic engineering, developing the analogy of DNA as a

“blueprint” that can be modified “to correct the otherwise incurable diseases”

that result from genetic disorders. The student masterfully draws on evidence

from research sources to support his or her position (e.g., uses information

from the 1994 Genetic Privacy Act to respond to fears about possible misuses

of genetic technology).

Communication

– The student organizes information and ideas in an outstanding manner. The

student provides a highly engaging introduction explaining the discovery of

the “secrets” of DNA and the potential of genetic engineering to improve

human life. The student uses personal anecdote and thoughtful and provoca-

tive statements and questions to engage the audience’s sympathy (e.g., “Can

you imagine having to poke needles into your arm until it turns blue . . . ?”).

– The student uses language and a voice that are highly appropriate. The tone

is both inspirational and authoritative, and thus fully appropriate to the per-

sona of a scientist seeking to improve the quality of human life, and to the

purpose, which is to seek support for the use of genetic engineering. The

language and tone are also appropriate to a general audience (e.g., the

speech is given in lay language and makes an appeal to the audience’s

emotions).

Application

– The student uses oral presentation techniques with a high degree of 

effectiveness. The student includes rhetorical questions (e.g., “Can’t we all,

as one species . . . feel the pain of innocent children . . . ?”), personal anec-

dotes (e.g., about the speaker’s nine-year-old cousin who “was discovered to

be a victim of diabetes”), repetition (e.g., of “We made history . . . ” at the

start of three consecutive sentences in the closing paragraph), and word

play (e.g., “Now, let’s . . . make genetic disorders history”).

– The student builds in speaker notes with a high degree of effectiveness. The

notes are wide-ranging, covering body language, mood, volume, emphasis,

and pace, and are clear and easy to spot.

– The student predicts a realistic and highly effective resolution. The student

confronts the potential of genetic engineering for abuse but cites the 1994

U.S. Genetic Privacy Act as evidence that “Many are . . . standing up to ensure

that its misuses do not become a reality”.

Comments

This work is representative of a high level-4 performance. The student demon-

strates a high or outstanding degree of achievement of the expectations in all

four categories of knowledge and skills.

The result is a superb speech. The student thoroughly understands the task

requirements. The speech is well researched, coherent, and persuasive. The

persona of the geneticist is credibly maintained, and the appeal to the audi-

ence is powerful.

Next Steps

In order to improve his or her performance, the student needs to:

• proofread carefully to eliminate occasional examples of awkward usage

(e.g., “I have researched and dreamed of a permanent cure for diabetes”).
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