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Teacher’s Notes

Knowledge/Understanding

– The student demonstrates a high degree of understanding of the facts

surrounding the chosen issue. The student describes the extent, the conse-

quences, and the illegality of software piracy. The student demonstrates

understanding of relevant U.S. and Canadian statistics (e.g., “In 2000,

Ontario lost $245 million in software theft and over 13 000 jobs.”), of some of

the personal hazards of pirating software, and of aspects of both the civil

and criminal law regarding copyright infringement.

Thinking/Inquiry

– The student supports the perspective taken using ideas that are highly rele-

vant to the purpose and audience. The student explains why software piracy

is unethical and illegal, how it has affected the economy, and what legal and

practical consequences it can have for those who use pirated software. The

student competently employs statistics and information from the Copyright

Act to support his or her arguments. The ideas presented are highly rele-

vant to the audience of students and teachers.

Communication

– The student organizes information and ideas with a high degree of appropri-

ateness. The student begins with a provocative question that relates the

topic directly to the audience (i.e., “How many of you think poorly of thieves

or anyone that would take something that is not theirs?”). The argument

progresses logically through introduction, body, and conclusion. The stu-

dent moves easily between the ethical and the legal and practical dimen-

sions of the issue.

– The student uses language and a voice that are highly appropriate. In the

first half of the speech, the student establishes a connection with the audi-

ence through the use of informal phrases (e.g., “But hey, . . . ”), through

identification and use of the first person plural (e.g., “We all want to have

jobs . . . ”), and through direct appeal (e.g., “Don’t think you can . . . ”). However,

towards the end of the speech, the student’s language becomes more

abstract and formal.
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Application

– The student uses oral presentation techniques with a high degree of effec-

tiveness. Among the techniques used are rhetorical questions, surprising

facts (e.g., “Well, Canadians are the worst for software piracy”), and

emphatic statements (e.g., “your computer is not safe”).

– The student builds in speaker notes with a high degree of effectiveness. The

student provides a helpful initial comment for the speaker, explaining the

audiovisual equipment to be used and setting the tone for the delivery of the

speech. The notes mainly cover body language (e.g., “hold up a computer

mouse”, “point at self and audience”), but the student also indicates empha-

sis through the use of italics.

– The student predicts a realistic and highly effective resolution. Suggestions

include changing the law, keeping the public informed, and educating chil-

dren that software piracy is unacceptable.

Comments

This work is representative of a solid level-4 performance. The student demon-

strates a high degree of achievement of the expectations in all four categories

of knowledge and skills.

The result is a highly effective speech on software piracy that shows a good

grasp of many aspects of a complex issue. A strong and convincing appeal is

made to the audience.

Next Steps

In order to improve his or her performance, the student needs to:

• avoid exaggerated statements (e.g., “If the piracy does not end our economy

will fall apart”);

• use a greater variety of speaker notes and place them in the margins of the

text for easier reading;

• proofread to correct typographical errors and/or minor errors in spelling

and grammar (e.g., “without even knowing about [it]”).
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