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G Teacher’s Notes

Knowledge/Understanding

– The student demonstrates considerable understanding of the facts sur-

rounding the chosen issue. The student is aware of a number of causes of

injuries to professional hockey players (e.g., “Some of the problems include

equipment, ice size and the refereeing system”; “Many dangerous hits are

considered legal. The league must revise the rules of the game to protect

players”). The student discusses the various aspects of the issue – rules

and conditions of the game, behaviour of the players, consequences of

changes for the league – with ease and assurance.

Thinking/Inquiry

– The student supports the perspective taken using ideas of considerable rel-

evance to the purpose and audience. To make the game safer and more

enjoyable, the student recommends a variety of changes (e.g., adopting the

rules of Olympic hockey, increasing the size of the rink), and explains why

they are needed. The student’s description of the benefits of such changes

effectively supports his or her perspective (e.g., “These solutions would

improve the quality of the game without distorting the league’s image. I

believe that the fans will be pleased to see clean hockey on their televisions,

and less injuries to the players”). The ideas expressed are relevant to the

audience of fans in the general public, and the media, who “For years [have]

emphasized that violence in the NHL is out of control . . . ”.

Communication

– The student organizes information and ideas with considerable appropriate-

ness. The speech follows an effective problem/solution format (e.g., problems

with equipment, ice size, and the refereeing system are introduced, and pos-

sible solutions to the problems are then offered). However, the student does

not explain the connection between the attention-catching opening question

(about the money made from broadcasting hockey games on television) and

the topic of the speech (reducing hockey injuries).

– The student uses language and a voice that are appropriate to a considerable

degree for the speaker. The persona of an injured NHL player is convincingly
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portrayed and consistently maintained throughout the speech (e.g., “Never-

theless these playoffs have been the most dangerous and rough I have

played in my career”; “We the players challenge the GM’s to adopt new

strategies”). The audience is addressed indirectly, through references to

their needs and opinions (e.g., “The fans have responded . . . with disap-

proval . . . ”; “For years, the media has emphasized . . . ”), and directly, through

an appeal: “To the fans at home, be heard!”.

Application

– The student uses oral presentation techniques with considerable effective-

ness. Techniques include the use of personal anecdotes ( e.g., “My injury is a

minor one in comparison . . . ”), short emphatic sentences (e.g., “To the fans

at home, be heard!”), and rhetorical questions (e.g., “why does the NHL con-

tinue to ignore violence?”).

– The student builds in speaker notes with considerable effectiveness. The

notes cover tone of voice (e.g., “mock”), body language ( e.g., “make eye con-

tact . . . ”), and timing (e.g., “pause”).

– The student predicts a resolution that is realistic and effective to a consid-

erable degree. The student identifies the general managers and the fans as

people with the influence to bring about change. The student also summarizes

the types of changes he has described in the body of the piece (e.g., “The

National Hockey League must adopt Olympic rules, improve the environment

in which we play and improve the officiating system”).
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Comments

This work is representative of a solid level-3 performance. The student demon-

strates a considerable degree of achievement of the expectations in all four

categories of knowledge and skills.

The result is an effective and persuasive speech that addresses the factors

that lead to injuries in professional hockey and proposes solutions that are

realistic and specific. The speech portrays the persona of the speaker, namely,

an injured hockey player, consistently and with considerable effectiveness.

Next Steps

In order to improve his or her performance, the student needs to:

• review the components of a paragraph (e.g., topic sentence, supporting

ideas, and concluding sentence) and use them consistently throughout the

speech;

• consider ways of making the introduction relevant as well as interesting;

• edit work to remove minor errors in spelling and grammar (e.g., “less

injuries” should be “fewer injuries”).


