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– The student uses language and a voice that are appropriate to a consider-

able degree. The use of emotive language that demonstrates the speaker’s

anger and compassion is appropriate to the persona of an animal-rights

activist and to “the General Public” who constitute the audience (e.g., “Would

you let your best friend sit in his/her own wastes, starved of human con-

tact?”). However, the speaker is clearly directing the speech to an audience

that is physically present, when the specified venue is a “Call-in Radio

Show”.

Application

– The student uses oral presentation techniques with considerable effective-

ness. A variety of techniques are used, including provocative questions

(e.g., “Then why do we allow people to subject our furry companions to

these inhumane conditions?”); emotive analogy (e.g., dogs referred to as

“best friends”); short emphatic sentences (e.g., “I didn’t think so”); and

repeated phrases (e.g., “would you . . . ” begins each of a series of three

questions in paragraph 2). The student also includes specific anecdotes

designed to shock the audience (e.g., the experience of the woman who

bought a blind dog).

– The student builds in speaker notes with some effectiveness. The notes

cover tone of voice (e.g., “Voice becomes increasingly passionate”), timing

(e.g., “Pause. . . ”), and volume (e.g., “lower voice”). However, there are a

number of notes relating to body language (e.g., “toss hands into air”, “look

at several members of the audience”) that are inappropriate to the stated

venue of a “Call-in Radio Show”.

– The student predicts a resolution that is realistic and effective to a consid-

erable degree. The student recommends a number of actions that can be

taken to resolve the problems described in the speech (e.g., “increase the

severity of laws”; make “Frequent, unannounced inspections” of puppy

mills).

Teacher’s Notes

Knowledge/Understanding

– The student demonstrates considerable understanding of the facts sur-

rounding the chosen issue. The student provides a variety of details about

inhumane conditions in puppy mills and about the effects of such treatment

on both the puppies and their future owners (e.g., “While confined in the

mills, the puppies receive minimal human contact . . .what they do receive is

harsh and cruel, sometimes even resulting in painful injury to the puppy.

This type of human contact causes the puppies to become terrified by

human contact . . . later in life”).

Thinking/Inquiry

– The student supports the perspective taken using ideas of considerable rel-

evance to the purpose and audience. The student supports the statement

that the treatment of puppies in puppy mills is inhumane by relating condi-

tions in puppy mills to various physical and emotional needs of the animals

(e.g., “the puppies receive minimal human contact . . . Puppies need human

contact at an early age in order to make good pets”). The student discusses

the weaknesses of the system for inspecting puppy mills. The student also

highlights the responsibility of future pet owners to purchase their pets

from a Humane Society, which will “inform the buyer of any health or possi-

ble temperament problems” the pet could have.

Communication

– The student organizes information and ideas with considerable appropriate-

ness. The speech begins with an introductory sentence that engages the

interest of the audience (e.g., “So many of us have joyous bundles of fur in

our lives – our beloved pet dogs”). The student uses a logical structure, dis-

cussing first a variety of examples of inhumane treatment, comparing and

contrasting these with the practices of Humane Societies, and then outlining

constructive actions to resolve the problem.
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Next Steps

In order to improve his or her performance, the student needs to:

• select a more appropriate venue for the speech;

• ensure that speaker notes are all appropriate to the stated venue;

• clarify some of the terms in the speech (e.g., USDA and PETA);

• proofread to remove minor errors in spelling (e.g., “Human Society” should

be “Humane Society”) and grammar.

Comments

This work is representative of a low level-3 performance. The student

demonstrates a considerable degree of achievement of the expectations in

the Knowledge/Understanding, Thinking/Inquiry, and Communication categories

of knowledge and skills, as well as in two criteria in the Application category.

However, in one criterion in the Application category, the student demonstrates

some degree of achievement – i.e., achievement that is more characteristic of

level 2.

The result is a persuasive speech that presents a clear and convincing account

of the inhumane treatment of puppies in puppy mills and proposes several

effective solutions. The persona of an animal-rights activist striving to educate

the public about the issue is consistently maintained.
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