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October 3, 1951

Although I recently emigrated from Britain, I have
already found a job here in Canada. I now work at the
National Film Board and I produce, write, and put
together documentaries. It wasn’t hard to land my job –
there are vacancies in every field! To fit in with most other
people I bought a new car, which will be perfect for
when I am on the road filming my documentaries. I have
already been assigned to make a documentary on the
baby boom and the new planned subdivision in Don Mills,
Ontario. I am hoping to capture the excitement families
have when moving into a new home and how the 
subdivision is an example of what can be expected in the
future. I have noticed that the television industry has really
been taking off and growing by leaps and bounds. I think
television will be a very promising medium for my 
documentaries. Talking about innovations, the people at
the NFB have invented the “dual 35mm 3-D camera, 
inter-ocular offset printing and projection system” – what
a long name! It’s really interesting because it can be used
to create 3-D films – something I’ve never seen before.
Things seem to be going very well here in Canada. The
days are going by quickly because there is so much work.
Tomorrow I’ll be leaving for Don Mills to start on my 
documentary. It’ll be fun to explore other parts of the
country and expand my horizons.
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August 26, 1959

Canada never ceases to amaze me! I recently
attended the grand opening of the St. Lawrence Seaway.
Seven locks in total were built in order to allow ships to go
from the ocean to the Great Lakes at ease. Queen Eliza-
beth II and President Eisenhower were at the opening cer-
emony, which was kind of special. Also, the Trans-Canada
Pipeline, which span from the west to Ontario, was built. It
came into some controversy because it was made by a
mostly American company with Canadian taxpayers’
money. Meanwhile, a team at the NFB invented the
16mm “Sprocketape magnetic sound dubber” which I will
be using for my next documentary. I will be interviewing
Prime Minister John Diefenbaker about his “Northern
Vision”. I think his plans to tap the North’s rich natural
resources will bring some prosperity and growth to that
area. There is a lot of potential. I’ve been hard at work
here in Montreal editing my last film and I’m hoping it will
raise a lot of attention. I guess that’s about all that’s been
happening here.

C

March 6, 1956

A lot has been happening in the past little while. The
NFB headquarters has been moved from Ottawa to 
Montreal so I’m just getting used to my new apartment.
Montreal is different from Ottawa in the sense that it is 
bigger and has a lot more French culture. When I got here
I bought this really nice electric typewriter so I can now
type my scripts and reports. Two weeks ago I got back
from the Arctic where I was on location for a documentary.
I flew in on an airplane, it was quite a unique experience.
It was my first time, and it was exciting to see the ground
pass below and see how small everything is. Looking at
the newspaper this morning it seems that natural
resources are a really hot item in Canada right now. There
are major drilling projects in the west that are providing oil
to fuel all those new cars. There are now eleven new 
uranium mines that just opened in Elliot Lake. Who knows,
maybe my next documentary will be on mining! My busy
life demands that I stop writing now and go get dinner out
of the oven.
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Teacher’s Notes

Knowledge/Understanding

– The student demonstrates considerable understanding of technological

developments and economic conditions, as illustrated by the following:

– Each of the three entries includes discussion of technological develop-

ments appropriate to the time period (e.g., television, “dual 35mm 3-D

camera, inter-ocular offset printing and projection system”, electric 

typewriter, “Sprocketape magnetic sound dubber”).

– Each of the three entries includes discussion of contemporary economic

conditions (e.g., availability of jobs, growth of the television industry,

availability of new cars and homes, exploitation of natural resources, the

opening up of Canada’s North).

Thinking/Inquiry

– The student demonstrates considerable ability to select and analyse rele-

vant information, relating pertinent details directly to the chosen character

(e.g., the character works for the National Film Board and uses the latest

technology to make documentaries, including one on the new suburb of Don

Mills).

– The student evaluates with considerable accuracy and effectiveness how

and why technological developments and changing economic conditions

affect the chosen character (e.g., in the 1951 entry, the character opines “I

think television will be a very promising medium for my documentaries.”; 

in a later entry, the character takes a plane to Canada’s North to film a 

documentary on the Arctic).

Communication

– The student demonstrates considerable competence in writing diary

entries, as illustrated by the following:

– The entries are effectively personalized, although a sense of immediacy is

sometimes lacking.

– Ideas are communicated clearly, sentence structure is skilfully varied,

and the entries are interesting to read.

– There are few grammatical and typographical errors.
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Application

– The diary entries convey a considerable sense of historical authenticity, as

illustrated by the following:

– Each entry effectively integrates at least one additional development that

directly relates to the time period (e.g., the baby boom, newly planned

subdivisions, the NFB’s move to Montreal, the opening of the St. Lawrence

Seaway).

– The student creates a historically plausible character, successfully por-

traying an immigrant who is able to adapt to technological developments

and capitalize on the economic boom of the 1950s.

– Although the student uses appropriate technical terms from the period,

he or she does not incorporate colloquial language characteristic of the

1950s.

Comments/Next Steps

– The student writes in a polished manner, expressing a strong personal

voice.

– The student could incorporate greater personal detail to create a more

well-rounded character.

– The student could further enhance the diary’s authenticity by linking more

of the selected facts to the chosen character.
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Teacher’s Notes

Knowledge/Understanding

– The student demonstrates considerable understanding of technological

developments and economic conditions, as illustrated by the following:

– Each entry contains a discussion of at least one example of a technologi-

cal development (e.g., Model T Ford, threshing machines, vacuums, 

“Technicolor” movies).

– Each entry contains a discussion of at least one example of economic

conditions in the selected time period (e.g., decreased production of

wheat, crops destroyed by drought and grasshoppers, migration to the

city to find factory work).

Thinking/Inquiry

– The student demonstrates considerable ability to select and analyse infor-

mation appropriate to the chosen character, making effective connections

between the chosen character and the researched facts (e.g., going to the

movies and playing miniature golf for amusement, looking through the

Eaton’s catalogue, listening to hockey games on the radio).

– The student evaluates with considerable accuracy and effectiveness how

and why technological developments and changing economic conditions

affect the chosen character (e.g., in the first entry the character, a farm

woman, doesn’t have to worry about the unemployment rate in the cities; in

the second entry she is concerned about losing the family farm; by the third

entry she and her family have moved to a city to find work in a factory).

Communication

– The student demonstrates competence in writing diary entries, as illus-

trated by the following:

– All entries provide personal information and convey a sense of immediacy.

– The writing is clear, and the sentence structure is varied, but there are a

few grammatical and syntactical errors (e.g., “but there just is not any

jobs”).

E
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Application

– The student creates diary entries that convey a considerable sense of 

historical authenticity, as illustrated by the following:

– Each entry contains an additional development appropriate to the time

period (e.g., “a movie theater built downtown”, “American broadcasts

over the radio”, miniature golf).

– The main character is historically plausible (e.g., the entries effectively

describe the changes that a farm woman would have experienced in the

Prairies during the Depression years).

– The language and details are appropriate to the time period (e.g., govern-

ment relief, “riding the rails”, Rudolph Valentino, The Wizard of Oz ).

Comments/Next Steps

– The student writes in a confident and engaging manner.

– The inclusion of a location for each entry helps to create an effective diary.

– The student should proofread his or her work more carefully.


