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Writing in Role     Level 4, Sample 1

Teacher’s Notes

Theory (Knowledge/Understanding)

– The student demonstrates a high degree of understanding of the fictional

circumstances of the drama (e.g., the plot is clearly and effectively pre-

sented; the writing is highly realistic and the characters presented are

believable – “I live each day to see the children come out to the woods to

play”; there is a highly developed sense of justice, suggesting a peaceful res-

olution to the conflict – “I only wish for a chance to prove to you that I am a

friendly monster”, “If you can’t understand …”).

Thinking/Inquiry

– The student demonstrates a high degree of empathy when writing from the

creature’s perspective (e.g., conveys a distinctive perspective and an impres-

sion of the possible relationships between the creature and the villagers;

shows a thoughtful involvement in the emotions of the story, which creates

compassion for the characters on both sides of the conflict; creates a high

level of sympathy through the use of evocative imagery – “lock yourself in a

black …”; and reflects a highly developed passion for compromise and

respect – “I wish only for the chance to prove to you …”).

Communication

– The student communicates the creature’s thoughts, feelings, and attitudes

with a high degree of effectiveness (e.g., communicates thought-provoking

information and ideas in an interesting and effective fashion; communicates

insights, deeply felt emotions, and clear, distinct attitudes – “I hate violence”;

and makes effective use of language to create vivid images – “… cold, dark

room … bats swoop around …”).
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Creation (Application)

– The student explores the role with a high degree of concentration and focus

when writing from the creature’s perspective.

– The student has focused on the details of the creature’s life, which brings

depth and dimension to the role (e.g., “In the last few months though, there

has been a change. I have found a way to live my life to the fullest. I live each

day to see the children come out to the woods and play”).

– The student’s concentration on vivid imagery and an effective use of repeti-

tion brings the creature’s inner pain to life for the reader (e.g., “Imaging the

pain as you walk away. Imaging the heaviness in your heart. . . . Imagine. . . . ”).

Comments/Next Steps

– This student draws the reader into the creature’s experience, using vivid

imagery.

– To improve, this student needs to complete a final edit and revision to

ensure that the narrative is succinct, without losing the vivid imagery and

strong emotional impact of the letter.
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Teacher’s Notes

Theory (Knowledge/Understanding)

– The student demonstrates a high degree of understanding of the fictional

circumstances of the drama (e.g., includes a highly credible plot structure;

has appropriately internalized the conflict between the creature and the vil-

lagers; exhibits keen observations of the fictional world, which creates a

high level of reality – “Each day I watch your village, in fascination”).

Thinking/Inquiry

– The student demonstrates a high degree of empathy when writing from the

creature’s perspective. This masterful presentation of a “creature with feel-

ings” looking for friendship and harmony contains a highly effective use of

contrast that explores the boundaries of the creature’s empathy.

Communication

– The student communicates the creature’s thoughts, feelings, and attitudes

with a high degree of effectiveness (e.g., “… found comforet even in my isola-

tion”) and presents a highly logical explanation of the creature’s strategic

position, heartfelt needs, and a desire for positive change (e.g., “Perhaps I

could meet your villagers, and show them that they truly have nothing to

fear”).

Creation (Application)

– The student explores the role with a high degree of concentration and focus

when writing from the creature’s perspective.

– The student has concentrated on giving voice to the feelings of the character

and conveying the creature’s point of view with a careful choice of vocabu-

lary and a respectful tone (e.g., “So please do not ask me to leave my home,

for I cannot do that”; “Each day I watch your village, in fascination. I watch as

everyone happily lives together, hoping that one day, I too can be part of the

love that you share”).
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Comments/Next Steps

– This student has established the voice of the character through the rhythm

and formal tone of the letter.

– To improve, this student needs to ensure that main ideas are emphasized

without being repetitive and to revisit the last line to ensure that it commu-

nicates the intended message.


