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Writing in Role Level 3, Sample 1
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Teacher’s Notes

Theory (Knowledge/Understanding)

- The student demonstrates considerable understanding of the fictional cir-
cumstances of the drama (e.g., presents considerable detail regarding the
creature’s life and intentions - “I bring you no harm. | have lived here all my
life undisturbed, unknown”).

Thinking/Inquiry

- The student demonstrates considerable empathy when writing from the
creature’s perspective (e.g., by showing evidence of the creature’s remorse
and need to belong and be understood — “All | want is a friend”; by voicing
possible compromises and solutions; and by reflecting a sense of the crea-
ture’s pain and desire for justice).

Communication

- The student communicates the creature’s thoughts, feelings, and attitudes
with considerable effectiveness (e.g., “Except me for who | am. | except you”
conveys considerable emotional desire for equality).

Creation (Application)

- The student explores the creature’s role with considerable concentration
and focus.

- The student has focused on the role of the creature, effectively developing
the creature’s voice and point of view (e.g., “All the rumors you have heard
about me are by no means true. My teeth are not the size of 5 houses, and |
would say | am pretty good looking considering | am part dragon”).

Comments/Next Steps

- The student shows a considerable knowledge of the fictional elements and
has an empathetic understanding of the creature and its relationship with
the village.

- The student should develop the details of the story more creatively to reflect
a greater awareness of the creature’s predicament.



Writing in Role Level 3, Sample 2

Deear villagers,

I cannot leave this place. It has been my home for as long as 1 can remember. 1
don’t know how [ would ever live away from it. The comfort of the trees, the sweet birds,
the sound of the river call my name everyday. These are my friends and they mean so
much to me. [ do not want the sweet forest scent and the shadows of the trees as the sun
sets to just be a memory, These are all 1 have in my world. Please don’t take these away
from me.

What have | done wrong to deserve this fate? | dream of you, the villagers, almost
every night, as kind dwellers of a world just beyond reach. Sometimes I wish I could
become friends with you, although | do not know you. But now you have banished me,
cursed me, because of something | do not know. Please, if | have done any harm, tell me
what it is. Then tell me how | can repay vou. But please, don’t take the only thing that |
have: the forest. The forest is my home; the forest is my life. If you take me away from
my home, you have taken away my reason for living. So 1 beg you for one last time,
please, if 1 have done anything wrong, | will do whatever | can to help make it better, But
please don’t take my world away.

The Creature.
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Teacher’s Notes

Theory (Knowledge/Understanding)

- The student demonstrates considerable understanding of the fictional cir-
cumstances of the drama (e.g., considerable thought has been given to the
fictional setting and the character of the creature — “The comfort of the
trees, the sweet birds, the sound of the river call my name everyday”).

- The student is involved in the fictional world of the drama (e.g., “If you take
me away from my home, you have taken away my reason for living”).

Thinking/Inquiry

- The student demonstrates considerable empathy when writing in role from
the creature’s perspective (e.g., appeals strongly to the villagers’ emotions -
“So | beg you for one more time ... please don’t take my world away”).

Communication

- The student communicates the creature’s thoughts, feelings, and attitudes
with considerable effectiveness (e.g., uses descriptive language to evoke a
response from the reader — “I dream of you the villagers, almost every night,
as kind dwellers of a world just beyond reach”; “I do not want the sweet for-
est scent and the shadows of the trees as the sun sets to just be a memory”).

Creation (Application)

- The student explores the role with considerable concentration and focus
when writing from the creature’s perspective.

- The student has concentrated on and developed the role of the creature
(e.g., the letter focuses on the creature’s needs and aspirations effectively —
“Please, if | have done any harm, tell me what it is. But please, don’t take the
only thing that | have: the forest”).
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Comments/Next Steps

To improve, the student needs to:

- consider drawing on more of the fictional context of the drama to enrich
the narrative;

- consider adding more mystery and tension.




