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Teacher’s Notes

Understanding of Concepts

– The student demonstrates thorough understanding of the basic elements of

music (tempo, dynamics, tone colour). She shows insight and imagination in

connecting the three musical elements with the mood of the performance

(e.g., [P] Appendix B: “The dynaamics help the mood become more creepy and

scary.”). 

Critical Analysis and Appreciation

– The student analyses her own performance and the performance of others

with a high degree of effectiveness. In reflecting on her performance, she

makes a connection between the choice of tone colour and the theme of the

song ([P] Appendix B: “The tone colours (woods and drum) acctually sound

like an Ojibway village to suit the song, Land of the Silverbirch.”).

– The student explains the effects of different musical choices with a high

degree of effectiveness. She explains how the use of the musical elements

influences the mood of her accompaniment (e.g., [P] Appendix B: “The tempo

will help create the mood to sound fast and lively.”). However, she does not

give many details on how dynamics contribute to mood.

Performance and Creative Work

– The student applies the basic elements of music with a high degree of effec-

tiveness. She confidently and accurately performs the ostinato accompani-

ment, keeping a constant tempo throughout the performance. The drum is

an appropriate choice of tone colour, and the student demonstrates excel-

lent playing technique, using alternating hands, relaxed wrists, and correct

posture.

– The student reads and performs a rhythm pattern with a high degree of

accuracy. The student nods her head as the beat begins and then prompts

her partner to begin the given rhythm with her. She reads the rhythm 

pattern  ([V] “                               ”) correctly both times (despite the other

student’s incorrect notation), playing with accuracy and precision and main-

taining a steady tempo.
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Communication

– The student uses musical terminology with a high degree of accuracy. She

uses appropriate vocabulary throughout in describing the musical elements

and the mood of the peer group’s performance (e.g., [P] Appendix C: The

tempo they chose was “moderatly slow”; the overall mood was “soft and

mellow”).

– The student writes a reflection with a high degree of clarity. She clearly

explains both the strengths and the areas for improvement in her perform-

ance (e.g., [P] Appendix C: “At the begginning of the performance we were

very stroung and continued to increase strengh. Then, near the end I made

the remark of oops after a small mistake. The flow made the performance

successful.”).

Comments
The student applies the musical elements with a high degree of effectiveness,

executing the ostinato and rhythm pattern with precision and confidence. She

takes a leadership role, offering prompts to her partner. The student demon-

strates the connection between beat and rhythm through her slight head

movement, which follows the beat as she plays. In her written work, the stu-

dent demonstrates a thorough understanding of how musical elements help 

to create a mood, and communicates her ideas with clarity.

Next Steps
In order to improve her performance, the student needs to:

• avoid indicating, with facial expression or verbal comment, that a mistake

has occurred;

• provide a more complete explanation of how dynamics helped create the

mood; 

• check her written work carefully to eliminate errors in spelling.




