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OUR GROUP COMPOSTTION (Cont"d)

Dance and Movement
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Teacher’s Notes

Understanding of Goncepts

- The student demonstrates thorough understanding of the basic elements of
drama and dance. During the tableau, the student uses her whole body and
face to convey her dramatic meaning (e.g., [V] she freezes with her hands
over her mouth as her eyes show the emotion of terror). During the dance
sequence, the student uses a variety of levels and shapes to convey her
story (e.g., [V] she flutters her hands in rhythm in a windmill fashion while
she stretches her body up and down with the beat of the music). In her writ-
ten response, the student shows a solid understanding of how the members
of her group used different levels according to their role (e.g., [P] “B2 was
high and pretending to be seaweed. B4 was medium and pretending to be
the wind. B3 was low and being a darting fish.”).

Critical Analysis and Appreciation

- The student reflects and comments on her group’s work with a high degree
of effectiveness. She thoroughly explains the most difficult part of the task
(e.g., [P] “Holding our 3rd tableau. It was hard because | was balencing on
1arm and 1 foot.”) and offers a precise and detailed suggestion to improve
the performance (e.g., [P] “We would get B4 to do a diffrente move because
she was just spinning around in a circle. Mabe she can pretend to dive
and swim.”).

Performance and Creative Work

- The student applies the appropriate elements of drama and dance during
the presentation with a high degree of effectiveness. She explores her
different roles in the tableau and dance composition with confidence (e.g.,
[V] she holds her pose in the tableau for a set count and then releases it
smoothly into the dance; in the dance sequence, she portrays seaweed as
she stretches and moves her whole body to the music).

- The student maintains a high degree of concentration during the presenta-
tion. She remains in character throughout the performance (e.g., [V] she
holds the expression of terror on her face during the tableau, and focuses
confidently in the dance as she moves her body to the music).
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Communication

- The student makes use of appropriate drama and dance vocabulary, when
describing her group’s composition, with a high degree of effectiveness. She
chooses vivid action verbs to describe the movements of the group during
the dance portion of the performance (i.e., [P] “B2 was shaking. B4 was
spining. B3 was darting around and B1 was doing wavy movments.”).

- The student interprets and communicates the story with a high degree of
clarity. During the presentation, her transitions from land tableau to dance
and then to sea tableau are smooth and connected and easy for the audience
to follow. She conveys appropriate emotions and matches her movements to
the story (e.g., [V] freezes with fright when the other students are fighting;
then becomes a sea creature that flutters through the water, effectively
portraying undersea life).

Comments

The student shows an excellent grasp of the skills needed to create and per-
form a drama and dance work, and she is confident in her presentation. Her
written response shows a high degree of perceptiveness and clarity as she
explains in precise detail what she and her group did and what they want to
improve next time.

Next Steps

In order to improve her performance, the student needs to:

+ connect more with the audience, using facial expression and body position;
check her written work carefully for the correct use of language
conventions (e.g., spelling and grammar).





