











Session D

m School Success in Tyendinaga
First Nation
Kathleen Manderville

This presentation will encompass the
meshing of culture and curriculum, the
learning environment of Quinte Mohawk
School in Tyendinaga Mohawk Territory,
and the efforts of staff to work in a
professional learning community to
develop community relationships, student
success and cultural relevance in elemen-
tary school settings. The journey begins
and continues as we move toward fully
integrated cultural and curricular learning.
The learning in community becomes
valued by the learning in school.

)78 Aboriginal Presence in Our Schools -
A Guide For Staff
Denise Baxter, Carolyn Chukra,

Lakehead Public Schools is committed

to improving and supporting Aboriginal
student success by focusing on three
priorities: 1) quality instruction and
assessment 2) school climate and

3) parental engagement. The handbook
entitled Aboriginal Presence in Our Schools
— A Guide for Staff is intended to provide
background information to staff and
administrators on Aboriginal heritage and
traditions, cultural teachings, celebrations,
treaties, terminology, best practices and
community linkages to Aboriginal commu-
nity agencies. This knowledge will enhance
Aboriginal cultural awareness, assist in
delivering quality education, build a
supportive school climate, meet the
specific education needs of Aboriginal
students, and nurture relationships
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P L9><9><8><9><8><$><9><9><8><9><9><9><8><$><9><9><8><$><9><9><$><{$><¢

between Lakehead Public Schools’ staff/
administrators and Aboriginal parents/
families and communities. The information
presented in this handbook is based on
research, consultation and literature.

Denise and Carolyn are here today to
share with you the development of this
initiative, along with some strategies that
will support the achievement of Aboriginal
students in Ontario.

m School Success

Repeat session
Barry M. Montour

For description of this session, see
page 11.

A Network of Care: Curve Lake
First Nation
Shelley Knott Fife

A presentation on the “Network of Care”
at Curve Lake First Nation will review the
process of student support based on the
importance of developing relationships
that is in place for CLFN students from
JK through to post-secondary studies.
The discussion will review how in

six years, the Education Department
has used its extensive model of support
to see a significant decrease in the
secondary drop-out rate and impressive
numbers of students going on to post-
secondary studies.

School Success in Eabametoong
Sharon Allen

The Outdoor Education Program within
our school was implemented in 2003/04.
A brief outline of the program will be
presented. The initial start up was funded
through the New Paths Initiative. At first,
the Outdoor Education Program began
with only two weeks of cultural activities —
one in the fall and one in the spring. Now
the program is year round. The process will
be explained, how the program started and
how it has become a full-year program. You
will hear about the difficulties and success-
es that we have experienced through the
growth of this program and future goals
and objectives. You will see a display

of resources that have been developed
as well as an outline of the curriculum.
Photographs will also be shared of then
and now.

Literacy and Numeracy Secretariat
Webcasts
Repeat session
Pauline Beder

For description of this session, see
page 11.
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Session E

Urban Issues
Cathy Pawis, Frances Sanderson

Many First Nation, Métis and Inuit
students receive significant amounts of
their educational experiences in urban
classrooms. To increase education
outcomes for Aboriginal students, schools
need to establish inclusive learning
environments that address the needs
of FNMI students. What factors are
most important in creating these school
climates? How can schools provide
culturally relevant programming to
engage Aboriginal learners?

Best practices, strategies and resources
that are utilized effectively in some urban
schools will be highlighted. Next steps
that will improve educational opportunities
for First Nation, Métis and Inuit students
will be discussed.

A Successful School — An Qutstanding
Native Language Program
Michael Boos, Larry Beardy

During the past four years, Sioux Mountain
Public School participated in the Ontario
Ministry of Education Turn Around Teams
Program. The school is comprised of over
300 students, 75 percent of whom are of
Aboriginal ancestry. Sioux Mountain
Public School models best practices in
character education, special education,
native language instruction, and literacy,
including oral language. Student achieve-
ment in literacy and numeracy has
improved significantly over the past four
years, and is reflected by a large improve-
ment in student EQAO scores in reading,
writing and numeracy. Student achieve-
ment data is an integral component of our
Professional Learning Community and is
utilized to shape classroom instruction,
including the implementation of effective
intervention strategies for students. Over
the past three years, Sioux Mountain
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Public School has developed an outstand-
ing native language and cultural program.
The Aboriginal language and cultural
programs are supported and valued by
the school staff, and are critical to the
success of our students.

XN Oral Language: The Missing Link
to Reading and Writing
Maury Swenson

This workshop outlines the importance

of oral language programming within the
balanced literacy classroom and provides
an overview of strategies and activities
that promote oral language. Participants
will have an opportunity to review and
engage in a few activities to determine
how oral language teaching strategies can
be incorporated into literacy programming
and across the curriculum.

The Implementation of the Manitoba
Aboriginal Education Action Plan
Helen Robinson-Settee

This presentation will share information on
Manitoba’s Aboriginal Education Action
Plan 2004-2007 and will highlight actions
in the K-12 area: Development of Journey
from Cultural Awareness to Cultural
Competency training manual, Community
Schools Partnership Initiative, Making
Education Work research project,
Aboriginal Education Directorate and
Aboriginal Advisory Council to list a few.
The Aboriginal Education Action Plan
2004-2007 has been instrumental in
bringing together government depart-
ments and stakeholders to collaborate

on the following objectives: increase high
school graduation rates, increase access
to and completion of post-secondary
education, increase successful entry into
and participation in the labour market and
improve the research base for aboriginal
education and employment.

The session will also include information
on the vision, principles and conceptual
framework of the renewed Action Plan
2007-2010.

E A Network of Care: Curve Lake
First Nation
Repeat session
Shelley Knott Fife

For description of this session, see
page 13.

Kwayaciiwin Resource Gentre
Margaret Angeconeb, Charles Brown

AA*7P>/ DN The Pathway to Learning

The history of the Kwayaciiwin Education
Resource Centre in Sioux Lookout and
the Academic Readiness Project will be
presented as well as the resources being
produced by the Centre.

“Language is a gift from the Creator and
must be maintained, respected and
honoured throughout all our lives.”

The Centre has developed curriculum
guidelines, a teaching model and resources
for schools, offering an Anihshiniimowin
Immersion Program and for schools
whose language of instruction is English.

The presenters will also show how
academic skills and concepts are
integrated into an Aboriginal culture
and language program.
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Session E

Y@ School Success in Tyendinaga
First Nation
Repeat session
Kathleen Manderville

For description of this session, see
page 13.

E Effective Assessment and Evaluation
Tools and Practices for Working
with First Nations, Métis and Inuit
Students with Special Needs
Dr. Gaby van der Giessen, Dr. Cam Willett

For all learners, effective assessment

and the tools for effective evaluation are
tied to effective teaching strategies. In this
presentation, we will examine supportive
learning environments that emphasize
active learning, meaningful educational
material and the assessment and
evaluation tools that complement
teaching/learning.

A classroom designed to reflect a
community of learners will meet the needs
of each student where each participant
may be an expert or a novice in a variety
of activities; where positive reinforcement
is emphasized over punishment; where a
teacher believes that each child is capable
of succeeding; where the teacher embraces
diversity; and where the teacher com-
municates the idea that each learner

is important.

For all learners, effective assessment
must be tied to effective teaching
strategies. In a successful, inclusive
classroom, assessment is an ongoing
process that guides teaching.

A general description of learner charac-
teristics will be included.

Wednesday, November 28, 1:45 p.m. — 2:45 p.m.

Affirming the Métis, Informing
the Others: Métis Resources
for the Elementary Classroom
Repeat session

Karon Shmon

For description of this session, see
page 11.

Learning Mathematics for Teaching
Kathryn Kubota-Zarivnij, Mary Lou Kestell

Effective mathematics learning environ-
ments are challenging, developmentally
appropriate for all students, and strategi-
cally organized. What does such a
program look like when it is designed

for Aboriginal students?

Effective math programs include problem-
solving-based mathematical tasks and
lessons that engage students at their level
of readiness and provoke them to develop
conceptual understanding, to generate,
select, and use appropriate procedures/
algorithms, and problem-solving strate-
gies, and to activate multiple representa-
tions of their mathematical thinking. How
does this look in an Aboriginal context?

During this session, we will experience
ways to learn mathematics for teaching,
have interactive discussions, and repre-
sent our mathematical thinking through
the use of multiple representations.

We will explore answers to these
questions and any that you bring along.

Empowering Aboriginal Youth through
Strength-Based School Programs
Debbie Chiodo, Robyn Turgeon,

Janet Atone

The CAMH Centre for Prevention Science
(CAMH CPS) has collaborated with
school boards, community agencies and
Aboriginal partners, educators, students
and leaders to develop violence preven-
tion projects involving Aboriginal Youth.
The Fourth R Aboriginal Perspective is a
culturally adapted curriculum resource
which takes a rigourously evaluated health
promotion curriculum and enhances it with
features that are meaningful for Aboriginal
Youth. A Peer Mentoring Program has been
introduced in select London, Ontario
schools where senior Aboriginal students
mentor junior students. The success of this
program has led to developing a “stacked”
course where Aboriginal youth can obtain
Ministry-approved credits as both protegés
and mentors. A transition conference has
been held for Grade 8 Aboriginal students
that addresses the crucial transition phase
from Grade 8 to Grade 9. Nationally,
CAMH CPS works with agencies in
Winnipeg, Vancouver and Bella Coola to
adapt violence prevention programs for
Aboriginal youth.
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